Meeting Summary

Stillaguamish Implementation Review Committee (SIRC)

January 11, 2006

1:00-3:45 p.m.

Peace Lutheran Church, Silvana

Attendance

SIRC Members: John Anderson (for Mick Lovgreen), Jenny Baker, Bill Blake, Mike Chamblin, Karen Chang, Linda Detchemendy, Franklin Hanson, Chuck Hazelton, Carolyn Henri, Kurt Nelson, Jim O’Neill, Brian Simonseth, Geraldine Saw (for Sonny Gorhman), Pat Stevenson, Stacie Watne, Duane Weston.

Other Attendees: Sean Edwards, Ross Fenton, Maria and Alexander Gedstad, Eric Hanson, Frank Herman, Steve Hirshey, Jake Jacobsen, Cara McKinnon, Kat Morgan, Art Olson, Franchesca Perez, Michael Purser, Jesse Scott, Wayne Watne.

Excused: Ann Boyce, Ned Zaugg, 

Opening and Introductions
Bill led the welcome and introductions.  

Public Comment and Announcements

Jenny Baker announced the annual Snohomish Conservation District plant sale on March 3rd and 4th.  She provided catalogs for those who wish to pre-order.  The SCD open house will be held on February 2nd from 1-4pm.

Franklin and Eric Hanson recommended flooding the Nature Conservancy property and maintaining riverbanks.  Small discussion ensued on finding a balance, and Kat announced the Nature Conservancy is working on restoration design options for the property.

Pat Stevenson announced the retirement of Mike Chamblin from WA Department Fish and Wildlife.  Pat expressed gratitude for all the work Mike has done over the years and that he will be missed.


Franchesca Perez announced for the Stilly-Snohomish Fisheries Enhancement Task Force that their knotweed efforts last year went very well and they accomplished a great deal.  The Task Force annual Earth Day celebration will be held at the Portage Wildlife Sanctuary.  Anyone interested in the planning of this event call Ann Boyce.  Ann recently toured a shellfish farm that has a special focus on re-establishing native oysters throughout the Puget Sound.  Franchesca added she has researched this for our area and is seeking funds to set up experimental plots.

Sally Lawrence is organizing a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) meeting at the Peace Lutheran Church for March 9th from 10am-12pm.  Presenters will include Mike Wolanek of the City of Arlington and Jenny Baker and Dina Fine from the Snohomish Conservation District.

Carol MacIlroy announced that NOAA has published the Draft Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan in the Federal Register.  The 60-day public comment period closes on February 27th, 2006.  The Puget Sound Shared Strategy will be holding four public hearings around the Sound.  The Stillaguamish salmon recovery plan will be highlighted in Anacortes on February 21st.  The Plan is being sent out in its entirety to 55 locations.  This information will be sent out in an e-bulletin on Friday January 13th.

Sean Edwards announced an article about the North Meander project on the Shared Strategy website.  The Leque Island project design is being refined to maximize hunter access and address hunter concerns.  Ducks Unlimited is holding a meeting on January 18th to discuss conceptual design.   The project is still on schedule according to Shared Strategy milestone guidelines, with a completion deadline of 2009.

Chuck Hazelton announced receipt of $30,000 commitment from Sound View for the Warm Beach clean-up project.  Snow geese in Port Susan and Skagit Bay area are estimated to number about 70,000 this year.  Chuck expressed concern for their welfare with shrinking feeding habitat and the potential for a cold spell.  Changes in the region need to be done thoughtfully and carefully.  

Bill Blake discussed schedule conflicts between the SIRC meetings and Snohomish County leadership.  The SIRC agreed to invite elected officials and agency decision makers to SIRC meetings twice a year for special “policy” sessions. The SIRC also expressed support for the County to appoint someone from the executive branch to represent the County at regular SIRC meetings. Bill also announced that the Nature Conservancy would like to join the SIRC as a voting member and serve on the SIRC’s Technical Advisory Group (TAG).  

Forest Management for Watershed Stewardship: Presentations by SIRC Members representing private, state, and federal forest managers

US Forest Service, Karen Chang
The Forest Service abides by the Land Resource Management Plan 1990, amended and added to by the North West Forest Plan (NWFP) 1994.  The NWFP directs federal forest lands to be managed under an ecosystem philosophy with special emphasis on aquatic ecosystems.  To that end the Aquatic Conservation Strategy was adopted with nine primary objectives designed to maintain and restore the following functions and conditions:

· the distribution, diversity, and complexity of watershed features

· the connectivity within and between watersheds in space and time

· the integrity of shorelines, banks, and stream bottoms

· water quality

· a natural sediment regime

· sufficient instream flows

· natural use of floodplains

· plant communities in riparian areas

· habitat for native plants and riparian dependent species

Actions to implement the Aquatic Conservation Strategy include watershed analyses, restoration, and identifying and protecting key watersheds and riparian reserves.  The Forest Service has completed watershed analyses for the Stillaguamish North Fork and the upper and lower portions of the South Fork. These watershed analyses include potential watershed restoration projects. A small sample of Stillaguamish watershed restoration work completed by the Forest Service includes over 50 miles of treated roads and 42 replaced culverts over the past five years, and over 400 pieces of instream wood installed since 1987. 
Washington Department of Natural Resources, Stacie Watne

Washington State began acquiring forest land in the 1930s.  To manage this land, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) was formed in 1957.  Currently DNR manages 2.1 millions acres for Trust Beneficiaries including schools, hospitals, correctional facilities, the capitol building, etc.  Over the last ten years State Trust lands have generated $250 million.  State managed forest land is governed by the 1974 Forest Practices Act (FPA) and it was recently certified under the Sustainable Forestry Initiative.  In addition to meeting the requirements of the FPA, State Trust lands must also comply with the Washington Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) and the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). The HCP defines rules and methods for dealing with harvest along shorelines, sediment control, slope stability, hydrology, and road maintenance and abandonment plans (RMAPs).

Private Forest Management, Duane Weston 
The RMAP process (see above) has affected private timber landowners since 2000.  In the Stillaguamish watershed large timber owners include Pilchuck Tree Farm, Hampton, Green Crow, and Merrill & Ring.  Large landowners (over two million board feet/year) are required to identify all fish crossings and eventually fix any associated fish barriers, addressing 20% of their holdings each year.  Implementation of road improvements and fixing fish barriers was to begin after the first year of analysis.  

Small forest landowners are exempt from the identification and submission process of RMAP.  However, if they register with the state, they may qualify for the DNR Family Forest Fish Passage Program, which assists small landowners by providing 100% of funding to fix fish barriers if they are not planning to harvest, and 75% if they are planning to harvest.

Mark Krandel of Snohomish County Parks on the Weeda Farm  

The Weeda Farm is an old dairy farm and wetland, located on the northern most part of the Centennial Trail at the Snohomish-Skagit County boundary.  Issues of concern for this location include the following: how to manage people passing through the Pilchuck Tree Farm, parking for the trailhead, and what to do with the old stable and barn buildings.  The County is preparing to develop a park master plan for this site and seek neighborhood feedback. Mark invited the SIRC to provide input and he offered to provide updates to the SIRC as the County moves forward with this project.

SIRC/Stillaguamish Lead Entity Business, Sean Edwards

The Washington State Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) decided on January 2nd to fund the top four of five projects ranked by the SIRC this year. These four projects will receive a combined total of  $1.2 million in SRFB grant support. The four projects are the Stillaguamish Tribe’s Bank Savers riparian restoration crew, Snohomish County’s South Fork fine sediment study and North Meander Phase II, and the Snohomish Conservation District’s Segelsen Road treatment project.

The Shared Strategy is inviting all fourteen Puget Sound watersheds to participate in a new regional leadership group for salmon recovery. The first meeting is on February 15th. The SIRC appointed Bill Blake and Pat Stevenson to represent the Stillaguamish watershed at this meeting.

Copies of the Shared Strategy “Democracy in Action” discussion paper as well as a letter from Bill Ruckleshaus were distributed to the SIRC. The discussion paper proposes specific watershed and regional functions to ensure implementation of the Puget Sound regional and local salmon recovery plans. The SIRC authorized Bill Blake and Stillaguamish Lead Entity staff to draft a SIRC response letter for review and approval at the next SIRC meeting.

A proposed SIRC 2006 calendar was distributed to SIRC members. The calendar includes focus topics and a speaker schedule for the whole year. This will be discussed further at the next SIRC meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.

The next SIRC meeting will be held on February 8th at 1:00 p.m. at the Peace Lutheran Church in Silvana.
For more information visit www.co.snohomish.wa.us/SIRC or contact Sean Edwards at SWM (425) 388-3464 x4669, or Pat Stevenson and Franchesca Perez at the Stillaguamish Tribe at (360) 435-2755 x27 or x22, respectively.
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