Meeting Summary

Stillaguamish Implementation Review Committee (SIRC)

February 8, 2006

1:00-3:45 p.m.

Peace Lutheran Church, Silvana

Attendance

SIRC Members: Jenny Baker, Orin Barlond, Bill Blake, Ann Boyce, Karen Chang, Roger Fuller, Sonny Gohrman, Franklin Hanson, Chuck Hazleton, Sally Lawrence, Jim O’Neill, Brian Simonseth, Pat Stevenson, Stacie Watne, Duane Weston

Other Attendees: Don Bayes, Bill Best, Kirk Boxleitner, Don Brekhus, Jerry Brekhus, Rone Brewer, Maria Calvi, Sean Edwards, Steve Ekstorand, John Engel, John Garrett, Jamie Gjesdahl, Eric Hanson, Frank Herman, Jake Jacobson, Jeffery Lane, Kat Morgan, Art Olson, Franchesca Perez, Michael Purser, John Reed, Floyd Ryan, Geraldine Saw, Belinda Schuster, Jesse Scott, David Timmer, Wayne Watne

Excused: Carolyn Henri, Ned Zaugg, 

Opening and Introductions
Bill led the welcome and introductions.  

Public Comment and Announcements

Jenny Baker announced the annual Snohomish Conservation District plant sale on March 3rd and 4th.  She provided catalogs for those who wish to pre-order.  

Ann Boyce announced the completion of the knotweed survey and control project sponsored by the Dept. of Ecology. Ann offered to do a presentation for the SIRC on this topic.  She also announced upcoming events: Earth Day April 22 at Portage Wildlife Sanctuary, Discovery Day July 15th also at the Sanctuary (the Task Force is accepting volunteers to assist in the planning process), and July 29th will be a River Clean-up day.


Franchesca Perez introduced David Timmer, the new Bank Savers riparian crew supervisor for the Stillaguamish Tribe.

Sally Lawrence announced a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) meeting at the Peace Lutheran Church for March 9th from 10am-12pm.  Presenters will include Mike Wolanek of the City of Arlington.

Sean Edwards distributed a draft SIRC letter of support for efforts to find replacement hunting lands for the Leque Island Estuary Restoration project.

Sonny Gohrman announced the first Snohomish County Noxious Weed Control Board meeting of the year will be on February 9th.  Agenda items will include setting the annual weed list, updated rules and regulations, and a presentation by a UW graduate student.  The Noxious Weed Board has an open board position.  Contact Sonny if interested.

Bill Blake stated we would place The Nature Conservancy SIRC membership issue on the March meeting agenda.  Current membership is divided in the following categories: regulatory – six seats, agriculture – five seats, forestry – three seats, conservation – 5 seats, landowners – 5 seats.

Jake Jacobsen announced a planting at the North Meander project on Saturday February 11 from 9am – 1pm.  This is a good opportunity to see the work the County has done thus far.

John Garrett – The Leque Island dike breached during the storm on Saturday Feb. 4th.

There is one private in-holding that WDFW is responsible for protecting since they own the dikes.

Chuck Hazelton reported that 1,300 feet of levy was overtopped between The Nature Conservancy and Twin City Foods properties during the storm.  Noticing a fracture in the clay, he commented that the 30’ dike breach might be related to the 3.6 earthquake that occurred last week.

Steelhead Haven Landslide Status Report by John Engel of Snohomish County Surface Water Management and Pat Stevenson of the Stillaguamish Tribe 

John Engel provided an overview of the January 25th Steelhead Haven landslide, including the chronology, aerial photos, remediation efforts, and emergency measures taken.  In short, the landslide pushed the river 700 feet south of the former river channel.  The decision to help excavate the new channel and harden the left bank of the was made as houses were beginning to flood.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers felt obligated to finish what they started.

Pat noted that four out of five staff gauges were destroyed by the river and the slide.  In reference to the grants the Tribe has received for this project, both funding agencies have been notified and new geo-rectified photos are being processed.  Plans for the Tribe’s Steelhead Haven Landslide Remediation project will be re-evaluated once that information is available.  A revetment may be built along the new toe of the slide.  Material that continues to slough from the north side now has a place to land, but flood storage capacity on the south side has been severely reduced.  Property buy-outs are being considered, but some landowners have already indicated they are not interested in re-locating.

Comments and questions included:

- A citizen commented that developers dumped sand and gravel in the former side channel last year, which destroyed fish habitat.

- The County does not usually respond to landslide events unless they block roadways.  In this case, the County assisted the Army Corps of Engineers in facilitating their emergency measures.

- The trailers waterward of the new channel were not removed due to high flows.  One was retrieved downstream.

- A citizen commented that riprap was being installed downstream of the remediation site directing flow to the north bank.  John Garrett will notify WDFW to investigate this.  Tribal staff will also visit the site to verify his claims.

- Why were homes being built in the Channel Migration Zone?  County staff responded that it is possible the new homes were not permitted.

- Concern was expressed that flood capacity is inadequate with the river in this new location.

SIRC Elections
Pat and Bill were elected as Co-Chairs. The SIRC will change its bylaws to allow for the election of Co-Chairs or Chair and Vice Chair.

SIRC Business

Sean Edwards circulated a draft SIRC letter on the topics of 1) promoting support for State House Bill 5234 (hunting access legislation), and 2) promoting the acquisition of replacement lands for acreage restored to estuary habitat.  Rone Brewer expressed gratitude for the SIRC and Sean’s effort to resolve the concerns of hunters over the Leque Island project.  He urged the SIRC to promote ways to buy land to replace lands used for estuary restoration.  Rone suggested that some kind of mitigation banking process could help to secure replacement lands for farmland that is converted to estuary or freshwater wetland habitat. 

Discussion highlights included the following:

· Some people are skeptical about placing the responsibility on WDFW for purchasing replacement lands because there is a lack of trust between WDFW and some local private property owners.

· The key to conservation land purchases is a revenue stream to pay for maintenance.

· A boat launch access is being considered at the Leque Island site.

· In the past, Tribes have been concerned with the hunting access legislation because it could limit tribal hunting access to private lands.

· Tax breaks could be created for farmers who permit hunters to use their land.

· Legislators interested in hunting and fishing issues should address this topic.

The SIRC did not reach consensus to sign the letter.  A sub-committee to address this topic was created. The following individuals volunteered to work with Sean on the Replacement Lands Subcommittee: Bill Best, Rone Brewer, Eric Hanson, and Duane Weston.

Meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.

The next SIRC meeting will be held on March 8th at 1:00 p.m. at the Peace Lutheran Church in Silvana.
For more information visit www.co.snohomish.wa.us/SIRC or contact Sean Edwards at SWM (425) 388-3464 x4669, or Pat Stevenson and Franchesca Perez at the Stillaguamish Tribe at (360) 435-2755 x27 or x22, respectively.
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