Meeting Summary

Stillaguamish Implementation Review Committee (SIRC)

March 8, 2006

1:00-3:45 p.m.

Peace Lutheran Church, Silvana

Attendance

SIRC Members: John Anderson, Jenny Baker, Orin Barlond, Bill Blake, Ann Boyce, Karen Chang, Linda Detchemendy, Roger Fuller, Sonny Gohrman, Franklin Hanson, Chuck Hazleton, Carolyn Henri, Sally Lawrence, Kat Morgan, Jim O’Neill, Jean Oien, Brian Simonseth, Pat Stevenson, Stacie Watne, Duane Weston, Ned Zaugg.

Other Attendees: Charles Beck, Bill Best, Rone Brewer, Maria Calvi, Curran Cosgrove, Sean Edwards, John Engel, John Garrett, Eric Hanson, Frank Herman, Jake Jacobson, Cara McKinnon, Art Olson, Franchesca Perez, Lynda Ransley, Mike Schutt, Jesse Scott, Bob Warinner.

Excused: 

Opening and Introductions
Bill led the welcome and introductions.  

Public Comment and Announcements

Ned Zaugg announced the Northwest Agriculture Business Center is commencing an “Executive Director” search.  The position will support innovation and value added products.

Ann Boyce announced the following upcoming events: Earth Day April 22nd at Portage Wildlife Sanctuary, Discovery Day July 15th also at the Sanctuary (the Task Force is accepting volunteers to assist in the planning process), and July 29th will be a River Clean-up day.


Karen Chang announced 1) the Snohomish County Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) is accepting project proposals and 2) the US Forest Service is selling 10 acres of land within the Stillaguamish watershed to provide money for Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act, Title 2 funds.

Pat Stevenson announced a community meeting at the Oso Firehall on Saturday March 11th for an update on the Steelhead Haven landslide.  The Stillaguamish Tribe and Snohomish County Planning and Development Services will be present to discuss current options and risks to residents and their property.  

Bill Blake attended the April 21st public hearing on the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan in Anacortes.  Bill provided the only comment on the Stillaguamish salmon recovery plan.  About 80 people were present, representing mostly Skagit Valley farming interests.

Bill also announced a meeting at 10am on March 9th at Peace Lutheran Church to discuss implementation of the Total Maximum Daily Load recommendations.

Stacie Watne will be attending the Timber, Fish, and Wildlife breakfast meeting. The topic of the meeting will be an update on the Family Forest Fish Passage Program.

Snohomish County Surface Water Management Watershed Steward Program 

Stillaguamish Watershed Steward Jake Jacobsen provided highlights of the County’s stewardship work program, which includes providing technical assistance to landowners to implement water quality improvement measures (such as riparian and in-stream restoration, culvert replacement, etc), which often benefit salmon habitat as well.  The program also provides education and volunteer opportunities to a diverse group of constituents, including youth and adults.  He has led research projects, such as innovative beaver control methods and freshwater mussel surveys.

Stilly-Snohomish Fisheries Enhancement Task Force Program 
Task Force Director Ann Boyce summarized the history, mission, and creation of the Regional Fisheries Enhancement Groups.  She highlighted the work that the Stilly-Snohomish group has accomplished since its inception 15 years ago.  The RFEGs are base-funded through membership fees, donations, and WA Department of Fish and Wildlife fishing license fees and hatchery salmon egg-carcass sales.  They supplement these funds by grant writing, using their large volunteer base as match for financial leverage. Task Force activities include riparian and in-stream habitat restoration, noxious weed issues, education, in-stream nutrient enhancement (“fish flings”), and river clean-ups.  

SIRC Business

1. The Nature Conservancy was granted SIRC membership by consensus.

2. Sean Edwards distributed a summary of the February 17th, 2006 Stillaguamish Technical Advisory Group (TAG) meeting.  He also distributed an updated membership list and reviewed the purpose of the TAG as a subcommittee of the SIRC.  The TAG will 1) focus on developing strategies for implementing recovery projects listed in the Stillaguamish salmon recovery plan, 2) advise the SIRC on technical issues, and 3) review project proposals.  John Engel recommended Vaughn Collins to the TAG group.  This material was approved pending a few amendments and filling of data gaps such as addresses.

3. A Monitoring and Adaptive Management meeting is planned for May.  This group will track progress of the WRIA 5 Plan implementation process.

4. The SIRC Replacement Lands Subcommittee held its first meeting earlier today. The goal of the group is to develop recommendations to the SIRC on how to address the overlapping priorities of estuary restoration, farmland preservation, waterfowl habitat, and public access. Subcommittee members include Bill Best, Eric Hanson, Duane Weston, Orin Barlond, and Rone Brewer.  

5. The SIRC now has a seat on the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council, which was formerly the Shared Strategy Development Committee. The purpose of the Recovery Council is to provide regional guidance for implementation of the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan. The next meeting for this group will be March 23rd, 2006.  The group will address issues including: 1) funding needs and finance strategy for implementation of the recovery plan, 2) allocation process for salmon recovery funds, 3) watershed work programs, and 4) integration of harvest, habitat, and hatchery actions.

6. Sean distributed copies of an updated SIRC letter to Shared Strategy outlining actions the SIRC is prepared to take at the local level and assistance that will be needed.  The letter was approved with minor changes. Bill will deliver the letter to Shared Strategy at the next Recovery Council meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.

The next SIRC meeting will be held on May 10th at 1:00 p.m. at the Peace Lutheran Church in Silvana.
For more information visit www.co.snohomish.wa.us/SIRC or contact Sean Edwards at SWM (425) 388-3464 x4669, or Pat Stevenson and Franchesca Perez at the Stillaguamish Tribe at (360) 435-2755 x27 or x22, respectively.
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