Meeting Summary

Stillaguamish Implementation Review Committee (SIRC)

May 10, 2006

1:00-3:45 p.m.

Peace Lutheran Church, Silvana

Attendance

SIRC Members: Jenny Baker, Orin Barlond, Bill Blake, Erin Halbert (for Ann Boyce), Karen Chang
, Linda Detchemendy, Jason Griffith (for Pat Stevenson), Franklin Hanson, Chuck Hazelton, Doug Hennick, Carolyn Henri, Sally Lawrence, Kat Morgan, Jim O’Neill, Stacie Watne, Ned Zaugg. 

Other Attendees: Bill Best, Sarah Blake, Jim Cummins, Sean Edwards, John Engle, Roger Fuller, John Garrett, Eric Hansen, Frank Herman, Jake Jacobsen, Sally Lawrence, Linda Lyshall, Art Olson, Franchesca Perez, Belinda Schuster, Jesse Scott, Erik Steffens.  
Excused: Sonny Gohrman, Pat Stevenson, Duane Weston.
Opening and Introductions
Bill led the welcome and introductions.  Sean introduced Doug Hennick as the new SIRC representative for WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife.
Public Comment and Announcements


Franklin Hanson commented on the setback requirement in relation to farmland, expressing the opinion that such setbacks are another form of destroying property. The 300’ setback requirements would consume and remove from production 37 of his 50 acres.  Mr. Hanson cited several other factors critical to salmon recovery.

A brief conservation ensued on the status of the Old Channel tide gate project.  Water temperatures have improved, but because it remains disconnected from flow-through, only a finite amount of improvement can be achieved.  Fish are now present.   

Chuck Hazelton noted that the river has been clearer since the Steelhead Haven landslide in January.  Several present concurred.
Jesse Scott commented that participating in the Stillaguamish Tribe juvenile Chinook research project was very rewarding and recommended it to other committee members.


Sean Edwards announced the Puget Sound Partnership forum at the Everett Event Center tonight at 5:30pm.  Sean also circulated an article from the Arlington Times about the Transfer of Development Rights Program.  The Snohomish Basin Wetland Mitigation Bank Open House in Monroe will be held on May 31st from noon to 6pm.  Contact Victor Woodward at 425-785-8428.

Franchesca Perez announced the Stillaguamish Tribe Festival of the River August 12th & 13th, at River Meadows Park in Arlington.

Sally Lawrence requested a review of the Volume Two of Total Maximum Daily Load Temperature Report.  Volume Two covers approaches to reducing stream temperatures.  The water quality standard is 18(C or less. The 30-day review period is between May 22 and June 20. She is seeking comments on the programs and policies that address temperature, such as the Critical Areas Regulations and voluntary retirement of water rights.  The Department of Ecology will be evaluating the success of Forest Practice regulations in 2009 to decide whether the TMDL should be expanded to include forestlands.
A brief discussion occurred about tools available to reduce temperature in streams and rivers.  These include planting riparian vegetation, protecting ground water recharge, and voluntary donation of water rights.  Outreach tools include infrared photos of shade and temperatures available from Ecology.  
Q. What is the significance of backwater from Port Susan when temperatures are warm?  Most fish depart the estuary after the July warm water days and in-river migration tends to follow cooling rains of autumn.  However, Chinook are already in the system when temperatures rise.
Q: What is the significance of the late summer 45-60 day period of high water temperatures?  Warm water reduces the capacity of water to hold oxygen and also (or therefore) acts as a migration block for Chinook salmon.  Warm temperatures exacerbate a stressful period for salmon and compound the affects of other river processes that have been disrupted by shoreline development.
SIRC/Stillaguamish Lead Entity Business 
Three-year salmon recovery work plan

Sean Edwards distributed the three-year work plan finalized by the Technical Advisory Group.  The floodplain section has been improved, and the plan received a positive initial response from Shared Strategy by Carol MacIlroy.  The work plan will be used to guide the 7th round of Salmon Recovery Funding Board process.  The TAG will be setting up a process for project proposals.  SRFB funds will likely be allocated on a regional basis, though the watershed allocation process is yet to be determined.  Cost effectiveness of proposals may be added as a ranking criteria.
Williams Pipeline

Jason Griffith reported on the Williams pipeline mitigation for the natural gas capacity upgrade to a 30” diameter pipe.  Pipe placement will be deviating from the original plan and permits, because boring beneath the river has failed.  Williams will now be placing the pipe across the river, with open trenching that requires bank armoring and tree removal.  Under-boring would have avoided habitat loss and a possible sediment plume.  Under FIRC authority, Williams should provide mitigation funds, but can choose not to, outside of the original negotiations with the Tribes, the State, and National Marine Fisheries Service.  Jason will be attending meetings to help negotiate the work window, mitigation funds, and types and location of actions.  Williams would like to commence the work early as possible.  Natural resource managers prefer the work be conducted later in the summer, in order to avoid impacting Chinook migration upriver.  In August, some Chinook are still moving into the North Fork.

Questions and comments included:

· Williams ran a pipeline through a Snohomish County estuary two years ago.  The County negotiated the donation of a 30-acre parcel for Smith Island restoration.  The process happened rapidly (John Engle).

· Why were they boring beneath the river?  To avoid exposure, for general public safety, and security.

· Who will be attending the meetings? Fishery and natural resource co-managers: WA Dept of Ecology, Tulalip and Stillaguamish Tribes, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, WA Dept of Fish and Wildlife.

SIRC Replacement Land Subcommittee

Sean Edwards reported that the subcommittee met Friday May 5th, with Laura Leschner and Mike Davison in attendance (WDFW).  A meeting will be held on May 30 at 7pm at Conway Elementary to discuss these issues.  John Garrett added that the US Dept of Agriculture can provide scareway guns that are effective on snow geese, more so than tractor shells.  Because the geese stayed so late this year, several farms lost their first cutting of grass (geese prefer rye and orchard grasses).
- The subcommittee will present their recommendations at the next SIRC meeting.
Kat Morgan and Roger Fuller, The Nature Conservancy (TNC)
Kat and Roger presented the mission of TNC, background the TNC property in Port Susan, and an update on recovery actions.  

The mission of TNC is preserve biodiversity.  They have been working in the Skagit Valley for 30 years, with activities including creating a bald eagle natural area and leasing land for shorebird habitat.  In 2001 TNC purchased 4000 acres of Stillaguamish estuary and tideland.  Port Susan is very important to biodiversity in the region, as it is seasonal and/or year-round home to 30 species of birds, including 11 species of concern (Sharp-tailed sandpiper and breeding Western Phalaropes among these).  Exceeding bird diversity of the Skagit system, Port Susan is the best location for marine birds in the greater Puget Sound in terms of food (driven by the high productivity of the tidal marsh), available space, and habitat connection.  
Since purchasing Port Susan acreage, TNC activities include:
- Ceasing to pump the diked pond, inadvertently creating a shallow 31 hectare wetland heavily used by waterfowl, especially at high tides.  The value of this pond will play a role in their decision whether to remove the dikes. 

- Habitat mapping and characterization including species and sediment composition.  In general habitat, plant, and animal diversity is higher in connected areas.  
- Invasive species removal of Phragmites, Iris, Spartina anglica.  Spartina grows in unvegetated mud flats (shorebird habitat), eliminates channels (fish habitat), and creates deeper channels than would normally be present.  Spartina does not contribute the same level and quality of detritus as does native marsh grasses, thereby affecting primary productivity and invertebrate populations upon which both fish and birds depend.
- Creation of a hydrodynamic model (subcontract with Batelle Inc) for salinity distribution with tidal changes.  The model incorporates a 2005 LIDAR image.

Restoration alternatives for the property are 1) removing most of the pond dike to recreate functioning tidal wetland habitat, or 2) remove a portion of the dike to preserve the habitat created by the pond.
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Meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.  
The next SIRC meeting will be held on June 14th at 1:00 p.m. at the Peace Lutheran Church in Silvana.
For more information visit www.salmon.surfacewater.info or contact Sean Edwards at SWM (425) 388-3464 x4669, or Pat Stevenson and Franchesca Perez at the Stillaguamish Tribe at (360) 435-2755 x27 or x22, respectively.






�Curran works with Skagit Wildlife Area Manager John Garrett.
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