Meeting Summary

Stillaguamish Implementation Review Committee (SIRC)

June 14, 2006

1:00-3:45 p.m.

Peace Lutheran Church, Silvana

Attendance

SIRC Members: John Anderson, Jenny Baker, Orin Barlond, Bill Blake, Ann Boyce, Karen Chang, Pat Stevenson, Franklin Hanson, Chuck Hazelton, Doug Hennick, Carolyn Henri, Sally Lawrence, Kat Morgan, Jim O’Neill, Stacie Watne, Duane Weston, Ned Zaugg. 

Other Attendees: John Axford, Bill Best, Sarah Blake, Rone Brewer, Kay Crabtree, Sean Edwards, Dan Golner, Frank Herman, Jake Jacobson, Bill Koehler, Sally Lawrence, Linda Lyshall, Art Olson, Franchesca Perez, Amanda Ruzicka, Alan Shank, Jesse Scott.  
Excused: Sonny Gohrman, Pat Stevenson, Duane Weston.

Opening and Introductions
Bill led the welcome and introductions.  

Public Comment and Announcements

Jenny Baker introduced Amanda Ruzicka, the new Snohomish Conservation District farm planner, replacing Dina Fine.

Sally Lawrence circulated a flyer noting important Washington Department of Ecology dates and deadlines including: 1) The TMDL 
(Total Maximum Daily Load) comment deadline has been extended to June 26th, 2) The Old Stilly Channel Dissolved Oxygen TMDL quality assurance monitoring plan comment deadline is June 16th, and 3) The 2006 Centennial Clean Water Fund grant application period is between September 1st and October 31st.

Ann Boyce invited SIRC members to attend and/or participate in Discovery Day at Portage Creek Wildlife Center on July 15 from 10am to 2pm.  The event will include interpretive walks and information tables on the history, natural history, land, and water of the Wildlife Center.  Ann also announced the Task Force will be leading beach clean-ups throughout the summer.

Jesse Scott announced the Evergreen Fly Fishers Club North Fork clean-up day on June 24.  Jesse also reported high support for returned troops and positive progress with veterans and the fly-tying rehabilitation effort.

Stacie Watne announced the Society for American Forestry meeting at the Cranberry Hotel in Mt. Vernon at 6pm
.  The topic will be LIDAR data and stand inventory.

Jake Jacobson invited SIRC members to participate in a two-day Snohomish County Watersheds Conference targeted for May or June in 2007.  The County may also be seeking sponsorships for the conference.

Carol MacIlroy announced the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council meeting on July 27 from 10am – 2pm at Tukwila for prioritizing the Washington State biennial budget request of $550 million to support the Puget Sound salmon recovery three-year work-plan.

Franchesca Perez announced the following: 1) award of Tribal Landowner Incentive Grant to the Stillaguamish Tribe to install three logjams in the North Fork of the Stillaguamish River, 2) Eyes in the Woods Crime Observation and Reporting Training on July 27th, and 3) the Festival of the River on August 12 & 13.

SIRC/Stillaguamish Lead Entity Business 

SIRC Replacement Land Subcommittee report by Sean Edwards

Committee members are Orin Barlond, Bill Best, Rone Brewer, Eric Hanson, and Duane Weston.  The goal of the committee is to find a balance between salmon habitat restoration, public access, and preservation of agricultural lands.  Sean circulated a handout with subcommittee recommendations.  Questions and comments included:

· Individual landowners should have the choice to use their farmland in a restoration project.

· Converting farmland for salmon restoration may constitute a legal taking, though it is not clear for whom.

· The Growth Management Act should provide a fund to purchase additional farmland.

· The SIRC or a higher entity such as Shared Strategy should seek a legal opinion on this matter.

* The SIRC decided to further review and comment on the subcommittee’s recommendations and requested the subcommittee report again in the fall.  

Technical Advisory Group Recommendations for the 7th Round of Salmon Recovery Funding Board
Sean Edwards circulated a flyer with the grant application timetable and proposed project ranking criteria, which was refined for structure and linkage to the Stillaguamish salmon recovery plan. Sean proposed the selection of five to seven technical reviewers (salmon benefit and certainty of success) and five to seven community reviewers (socio-economic benefit) by the SIRC Co-Chairs and Stillaguamish Lead Entity staff.  
* The SIRC approved the proposed evaluation process.

Pat Stevenson requested feedback on the match section of the grant applications.  Should an organization that is providing match, but receiving no financial gain from the project, be considered a partner and be permitted to review the proposal?  See bylaws item 4.4 “Conflict of interest statement.”

* No formal decision was made.

Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council report by Bill Blake

The Recovery Council is discussing how to prioritize work program categories, such as protecting high quality habitat or recovering low population numbers.  Carol MacIlroy commented that at a regional scale no populations would be ignored or intentionally allowed to go extinct.
Williams Pipeline Mitigation Update by Pat Stevenson

Pat reported that Williams Pipeline met with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, and local tribes to discuss mitigation for the Stillaguamish pipeline section.  Williams will be trenching the pipe between August 15 and September 15.  Williams will mitigate for the following impacts by funding the projects below: 

       1) Turbidity - 60 pieces of large wood with roots for the Steelhead Haven project.  

2) Riparian vegetation disturbance – under story planting on the Pilchuck Tree Farm conservation easement property, 5.1 acres.

3) Bank hardening – one logjam on the North Fork.

4) Wetland disturbance – Eagle Creek wetland restoration, 13.5 acres.

Biodigester Feasibility Study Update by Carolyn Henri

The study is in the technical phase, attaining cost estimates for three different designs. Benefits that a biodigester could provide are: 

1) Eliminating 99% of fecal bacteria from farm effluent

2) Capture of methane gas to convert to marketable electricity 

3) The creation of a marketable peat moss substitute 

4) The creation of carbon and renewable energy credits

5) Usable heat.

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Community Salmon Fund

Autumn Salmanack announced a new round of Community Salmon Funds for the Stillaguamish Watershed.  $100,000 will be available for small scale salmon habitat projects.  Proposals should include a strong community involvement element, be self-sustaining, and have a public, tribal, or non-profit sponsorship.  The maximum award will be $50,000 per project, with a 50% match requirement, which must be non-federal and non-SRFB.  Projects will be evaluated through both a local and national review process, but will be simpler and more flexible than the traditional SRFB process.  

Leque Island Update by John Axford

Analysis for the project design is on going.  Current plans are for the southern dikes to be removed and set back with improved damage resistant design, and the west dike to be repaired.  Project planners are seeking ways to further enhance freshwater hunting and public access north of the new dike (including disabled access).

Snohomish Conservation District by Jenny Baker

Jenny provided an overview of the history and activities of the SCD.  SCD board member Duane Weston noted that the SCD is conducting an assessment to find a stable source of funding to replace County funds and external grants.

Meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.  The next SIRC meeting will be held on September 13th at 1:00 p.m. at the Peace Lutheran Church in Silvana.
For more information visit www.salmon.surfacewater.info or contact Sean Edwards at SWM (425) 388-3464 x4669, or Pat Stevenson and Franchesca Perez at the Stillaguamish Tribe at (360) 435-2755 x27 or x22, respectively.
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