Meeting Summary

Stillaguamish Implementation Review Committee (SIRC)

September 13, 2006

1:00-3:45 p.m.

Peace Lutheran Church, Silvana

Attendance

SIRC Members: Amanda Ruzicka  (for Jenny Baker), Orin Barlond, Bill Blake, Ann Boyce, Karen Chang, Pat Stevenson, Franklin Hanson, Chuck Hazelton, Doug Hennick, Carolyn Henri, Kat Morgan, Jim O’Neill, Stacie Watne, Duane Weston. 

Other Attendees: Bill Best, Chuck Banks, Sarah Blake, Rone Brewer, Kay Crabtree, Jim Cummins, Sean Edwards, Elaina Foley, Peter Forbes, Eric Hanson, Frank Herman, Jake Jacobson, Greg Johnston, Sally Lawrence, Art Olson, Franchesca Perez, Jesse Scott.  
Excused: Ned Zaugg.

Opening and Introductions
Bill led the welcome and introductions.  

Public Comment and Announcements

Ann Boyce reviewed the Stillaguamish Watershed trash clean-up coordinated by the Stilly-Snohomish Fisheries Enhancement Task Force (SSFETF) over the summer.  Ann also announced Jetty Island Clean-up Day on September 15th, and the Cascade Land Conservancy BBQ on September 30th at Smokes Farm near Arlington.

Ann also provided an update on the SSFETF Restoration Education for Young Stewards (REYS) program.  Fifth grade science WASL scores were up for the second year in a row for those classes that participated in the REYS program, as compared to other classes in the area.

Duane Weston announced Forest Owners Field Day on September 16th at the Pilchuck Tree Farm for small forest landowners.  There will be 17 stations, including several three-hour sessions.

Orin Barlond announced his enrollment in a pilot Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) program with Snohomish County to prevent building on 337 acres between Island Crossing and downtown Arlington.  This program is unique in that the buyers of lots developed in a specific section of the 10-year Urban Growth Area (UGA) will pay $2,000 - $4,000 on their mortgage to cover the cost of the program, rather than tax revenue.

Karen Chang announced that the Mountain Loop Highway repairs are scheduled to be complete by the end of June 2007.

Jake Jacobson inquired whether the SIRC could develop local signage reminding fishers that Chinook are closed to fishing.  He recounted a story of a fisherman bragging about catching 25-pound and 32-pound fish, which were likely Chinook because of their size.  Jake also announced he will be applying for a Department of Ecology Centennial Clean Water grant to fund a North Fork Big Trees riparian restoration project.


Sarah Blake announced that Williams Pipeline is about finished with their work on the river.

Community Salmon Fund (CSF) – Franchesca Perez

Volunteers were recruited to review projects for CSF proposals.  Potential reviewers include: Sally Lawrence, Jake Jacobsen, Karen Chang, Doug Hennick, and Greg Johnston.  A deadline extension for proposals will be requested of the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. The current deadline is September 22, 2006.

Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council – Bill Blake.

Pat Stevenson was at the Recovery Council meeting during today’s SIRC meeting.  The group is focusing on distribution of funds and how to diversify funding sources.  A decision will be made about whether to distribute funds 1) equally to all watersheds, 2) according to past distributions, or 3) according to science and planning made each individual watershed.

Agricultural Initiative Update – Carolyn Henri

The Agricultural Initiative was started following the “Focus on Farming” workshop sponsored by Snohomish County Executive Aaron Reardon in November 2003.  The workshop provided a platform for agricultural landowners to air their concerns and suggestions.  Over the past 18 months farmer based groups have been meeting to develop economic strategies for sustaining Snohomish County agriculture.  The Snohomish County Agricultural Economic Development Action Team (SAEDAT) is leading this effort. There are three areas of focus: 1) creating an infrastructure to develop strategies for meeting plan goals, 2) land based agricultural conservation, and 3) marketing.  Carolyn is working with the agricultural land base preservation group, which has developed nine strategies on how to fund agricultural preservation and how to educate landowners.  

The next step is to implement strategies and plans developed by SAEDAT. Questions and comments included:

- How will Snohomish County respond to the Plan – will it be formally adopted?

The County may adopt certain strategies; different groups may adopt others.  Also the Agricultural Advisory Board has reassembled and will likely play a role in directing strategy implementation.

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Update – Washington Department of Ecology (DOE), Sally Lawrence

1. The DOE Centennial Clean Water Fund grant program is now accepting proposals.

2. DOE has issued a call for water quality data.  This occurs every three years to update the 303(d) water quality list.  For the Stillaguamish TMDL, about half the data comes from DOE and half is submitted by local agencies, such as the County, the Tribe, and local municipalities. 

3. A new TMDL is being created for the Old Stillaguamish Channel, with a focus on dissolved oxygen.  New data are needed to reflect new conditions following the Stanwood wastewater treatment plant update and installation of the Old Stilly flow enhancement structure.

4. The US Environmental Protection Agency has approved the temperature TMDL.  The next step is completing a detailed implementation plan for addressing the TMDL exceedances.

5. The Phase II stormwater permit for Arlington will be issued and effective in January 2007.  This permit addresses primarily new development.

6. The City of Arlington is planning for wastewater treatment plant expansion from 2 million gallons per day (MGD) to 3.4 MGD to accommodate future population growth.  A public review will be part of the new plant permit process.  The new plant will have to meet the 18(C standard at the edge of the mixing zone.  The current plant discharges 30-45 mg/L biological oxygen demand (BOD: refers to the amount of oxygen that would be consumed if all the organics in one liter of water were oxidized by bacteria and protozoa (ReVelle and ReVelle, 1988)) in treated effluent, the affect of which occurs in the downstream plume for about 4.2 miles.  The existing plant is a small contributor to low dissolved oxygen in the river, but the expansion needs to have established pollutant limitations.  The new Stanwood wastewater plant has BOD levels as low as 5 mg/L. 

The new plant will have more pollutant limitations, such as total phosphorus discharge. Phosphates are the limiting nutrient in freshwater systems (phosphate promotes algae growth).  The City will be requested to measure current P levels and to ensure that they do not increase with the plant expansion.  In addition, during low flows, total P must decrease.  Arlington will be permitted to do “pollutant trading”, as indicated in the Federal Clean Water Act (Carolyn has the EPA booklet on pollutant trading).  For example, the City could receive credit for reducing P elsewhere in the watershed if it affects the same reach of the river.  Other possible P sources are from septic systems, soaps, fertilizers, and stormwater.   The EPA and DOE will hold a public meeting on pollutant trading in the Arlington City Council chambers on September 26th at 10:00 a.m.   

Questions and comments:

- What kind of plant will be installed?  

They are not sure yet, but it will include an effluent filtration wetland for low flow months (August and September).

7.  Sally showed a slide of “gravel logs”, an innovative approach to creating instream wood and plants, constructed by a local landowner.  Logs of cottonwood are cabled beneath a gravel bar and growing new vegetation.  Stacie Watne agreed to check into whether there are any Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) permitting issues with this approach.

Comment/question: 

- If this vegetation creates a diversion that could cause the river to shift flow direction, the project coordinator should get permission from the landowner downstream or across the way.

- This could cause narrowing and deepening of the channel.
Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) Project Prioritization – Sean Edwards

This year the SRFB allocated funds to each of the eight salmon recovery regions in Washington State at the beginning of the grant round. Within the Puget Sound region, the Salmon Recovery Council agreed to allocate SRFB funds to the fourteen Puget Sound lead entities based on historic SRFB funding levels. The Stillaguamish Lead Entity was allocated $432,000. Out of seven potential Stillaguamish SRFB projects, only two applications were submitted. Three of the five potential projects were not submitted because the respective sponsor organizations were not prepared to implement the projects using SRFB grants. The other two potential projects were not competitive for SRFB grants.

The local Stillaguamish Projects Review Team evaluated the two projects using technical and socioeconomic criteria approved by the SIRC in June 2006 and recommended the SIRC approve the following prioritized projects list: 

1) Graafstra Country Charm Dairy Floodplain Conservation Area Acquisition, City of Arlington, $400,000 SRFB grant request. 

2) Deer Creek Headwaters Erosion Control Project, Snohomish Conservation District, $238,000 SRFB grant request.

The total SRFB grant request for these two projects is $638,000. Since this is more than the $432,000 allocation for the Stillaguamish Lead Entity and the SRFB does not partially fund projects, we might not maximize the Stillaguamish allocation. The SIRC discussed the following options for dealing with this problem: 1) the City of Arlington could narrow its proposal to only purchase the riparian and wetland portions of the property, 2) the two project sponsors could revise their proposals to split the funds evenly, or 3) the Snohomish Conservation District could develop a scaled down proposal to use any funds available after the Graafstra project is funded. It is also possible that both projects could be fully funded if additional SRFB funds are available. 

** The SIRC accepted the prioritized projects list as recommended, pending revision of the Graafstra project to meet SRFB concerns about the City’s intent to use part of the floodplain property for active recreation.

The SRFB Review Panel will review all of the SRFB project proposals from across the state by the end of October to identify “projects of concern.” For projects of concern, sponsors will have a couple of weeks to revise their proposals for reconsideration by the SRFB Review Panel. The Review Panel’s final report and recommendations will be submitted to the SRFB in November. The SRFB will make its funding decisions in December.  

Meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.  The next SIRC meeting will be held on October 11th at 1:00 p.m. at the Peace Lutheran Church in Silvana.
For more information visit www.salmon.surfacewater.info or contact Sean Edwards at SWM (425) 388-3464 x4669, or Pat Stevenson and Franchesca Perez at the Stillaguamish Tribe at (360) 435-2755 x27 or x22, respectively.
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