Meeting Summary

Stillaguamish Implementation Review Committee (SIRC)

November 8, 2006

1:00-3:45 p.m.

Peace Lutheran Church, Silvana

Attendance

SIRC Members: Jenny Baker, Bill Best (for Orin Barlond), Bill Blake, Ann Boyce, Karen Chang, Linda Detchemendy, Sonny Gohrman, Pat Stevenson, Eric Hanson (for Franklin Hanson), Chuck Hazelton, Randy Middaugh (for Larry Adamson), Kat Morgan, Jim O’Neill, Jesse Scott (for Brian Simonseth), Stacie Watne, Duane Weston, Ned Zaugg. 

Other Attendees: Jason Anderson, Don Bayes, Bill Best, Rone Brewer, Tyler Clemens, Brad Collins, Dhira Dale, Gary Davis, Stephanie Drake, Sean Edwards, Alex Gedstad, Frank Herman, Jake Jacobson, Bill Koehler, Linda Lyshall, Carol MacIlroy, Matt Moore, Art Olson, Franchesca Perez, Cory Peterson, Lynda Ransley, Steve Seymour, Kathy Thornburgh, Dave Timmer, Brian Torrow, Kieron Weidner, Ryan Williams.  
Excused: Doug Hennick, Carolyn Henri

Opening and Introductions
Bill led the welcome and introductions.  October meeting summary was approved.

Public Comment and Announcements

Karen Chang announced that the Mountain Loop Highway is closed on the west side of Blue Bridge until further notice.

Ann Boyce introduced her half-time WA Conservation Corps crew and Americorp interns and invited the SIRC to suggest project opportunities for them.

Sean Edwards reported that the Snohomish County Agricultural Advisory Board meeting will be held on November 14, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the County campus.  The agenda includes an update on the agricultural land mapping project.  Sean also reminded SIRC members that the Focus on Farming workshop will be held on November 30th.

Duane Weston announced that the Snohomish Conservation District has withdrawn their assessment proposal for this year.

Jake Jacobson announced that Snohomish County Solid Waste is open and free for flood damage trash for the next couple months.

Jenny Baker recommended SIRC members to purchase and promote purchasing locally grown food for their holiday dinner (and all other times) to help foster sustainable, local agriculture.

WA Dept of Ecology Centennial Clean Water Grant Proposal Ranking 

Kathy Thornburg of Snohomish County Surface Water Management led the local ranking process of the two Centennial Grant proposals that were submitted for the 2006 round.  Each project sponsor provided a brief presentation on their project and answered questions from SIRC members.  

Sponsor: Stilly-Snohomish Fisheries Enhancement Task Force 

Proposal: South Fork Stillaguamish Tributaries Restoration, presented by Director Ann Boyce
The South Fork Stillaguamish Tributaries Restoration addresses 303(d) listed parameters of temperature and sedimentation by improving water quality and ESA-listed Chinook habitat through outreach, education, and restoration of 24 acres of riparian area, and knotweed removal in Category 5 waters of Jim Creek, Canyon Creek, and the North Fork Stillaguamish.
Total project cost for three years is $362,198.  The Task Force is requesting $250,000 from DOE.
Sponsor: Snohomish County Public Works

Proposal: North Fork Stilly Big Trees, presented by Watershed Steward Jake Jacobson.
This project supports riparian restoration on over 32 acres (5.4 stream miles) along the North Fork Stillaguamish.  Planting strategy will focus on using 3-5 gallon or larger conifer planting stock, which will improve survival and reduce maintenance.  Conifers will provide both shade and streambank stability to accelerate riparian recovery.  The project will also include a half-time forest steward to provide four workshops to small forest landowners in the watershed. The total project cost for four years is $432,250. Snohomish County is requesting $ 327,000 from DOE.

Following presentations, Kathy distributed ballots.  SIRC members ranked #1: the Task Force South Fork Tributaries Restoration proposal and #2: Snohomish County North Fork Big Tree Project.  This ranking will provide an additional 100 points, and 90 points, respectively, to both proposals at the state ranking level.

WA Dept of Transportation Mitigation Partnering Opportunities – Cory Peterson

WA DOT is seeking partners for mitigation opportunities.  DOT has already worked with the U.S. Forest Service, the Nature Conservancy, WA State Parks, and others in this fashion.  Options include combining funds for projects, easements, and advanced mitigation.  DOT is in the process of quantifying 20 years of impacts.  Bill Blake and Pat Stevenson have submitted a preliminary list of sites.

Questions/comments:

What is the relationship between DOT and diking districts? This is a difficult one, especially with pressure to replace drainage ditches with salmon streams.

Ned Zaugg recommended early contacts with local residents and dike district boards for better results.

South Fork Chinook Salmon Status – Sean Edwards and Pat Stevenson

The South Fork Stillaguamish Chinook salmon population is only about 100 fish, close to extirpation.  The Technical Advisory Group would like the SIRC to prioritize establishing a rearing center for this population.  With existing funds, the Tribe will begin a South Fork brood stocking program in 2007, taking 15 males and 15 females to be spawned at the Harvey Creek hatchery.  However, a site needs to be set up for acclimation in the South Fork, prior to releasing fry into the river system.

Question/Comments:

Will the fish be released below the falls?  Yes.  The Tribe has also discussed using the Jim Creek Naval Base hatchery facility.

Is 100 fish enough for population recovery? Geneticists say yes, the population gene pool is still viable at this point and can support a broodstocking program.

SIRC/Stillaguamish Lead Entity Business

WA Dept of Fish Wildlife Estuary Acquisition Proposal – Steve Seymour

Sean Edwards provided background material on the proposal.  This is a scope change from an Island County SRFB project.  $1.4 million has been attained from various sources to purchase estuary property, eradicate invasive plants and restore approximately 200 acres.  Successful Spartina eradication is in process on over 100 acres in the English Boom section of land.  Due to a death in the family which owns the property to be acquired, and related issues, the property transaction fell through.  WDFW is seeking approval to redirect a portion of the SRFB funds to the Stillaguamish Watershed for purchase of 180 acres owned by the Johnson family near Stanwood.  The land would be for mixed use, including estuary restoration, research, waterfowl habitat, recreation, and agriculture.  In relation to this, Steve mentioned a current research trial called the Wet Soil Management Project that is being conducted in Skagit County by various groups including Washington State University. WSU Extension declined to be part of the study.
Discussion ensued about the advantages and disadvantages of this change in project scope.

Comments included:

- Douglas Creek and Slough are good sites for juvenile fish, including salmon, and for stream restoration.

- Portions of this property could be used for waterfowl habitat, in addition to estuary restoration.

- Portions of the property can be used for shallow freshwater wetlands and rotational potato or other agricultural crop production. Some SIRC members would like to hear more about Wet Soil Management.

- Purchase of the Johnson farm would protect it from potential development.

- The Johnson property has been for sale for many years.

- Issues of concern are the gas pipeline, the power lines, Twin City Food railroad spur, and the dikes protecting Stanwood.

- Although some kind of agriculture could be maintained, this purchase would permanently remove some portion of the 180 acres from agricultural production.

- The tide gates on the Johnson property are important for draining Douglas Slough, Douglas Creek, and flood water from the South Fork Skagit River. Maintenance and management of these tide gates and the existing dike are serious concerns of Drainage District 7, the City of Stanwood and neighboring property owners.

Steve emphasized that all of these issues and concerns can be addressed by WDFW in consultation with the SIRC and any interested parties. Planning and design for any future habitat restoration work on this site would include the SIRC. He also noted that the Island County Water Resource Advisory Committee (WRAC), which is similar in function to the SIRC, has already approved this transaction.

Carol MacIlroy of the Puget Sound Shared Strategy thanked Steve for considering moving SRFB funds between watersheds and also thanked the SIRC for working together to solve these kinds of complex natural resource problems.

Approval by the SIRC is one of many steps in the process for the SRFB to reallocate funds for this purchase.  Consensus was not reached.  However, a clear majority of the SIRC members present voted to approve WDFW’s proposal to use SRFB grant funds to acquire the Johnson property. WSU Extension and the Stillaguamish Flood Control District voted against the proposal.

Salmon Recovery Funding Board update – Sean Edwards

The City of Arlington Graafstra proposal has been revised to address SRFB concerns.  Sean showed a revised site map.  The proposal is now for $275,000 to purchase 57 acres, upon which a conservation easement will be placed, and a 100’ buffer will be added to both sides of Eagle Creek.  The City of Arlington will purchase the remaining 135 acres with other funds.  Brad Collins added that just west of the Graafstra property, 3,700 acres is being protected through the Transfer of Development Rights program.
Puget Sound Rcovery Council 

The Council is making a Washington State biennial budget request for $100 million for habitat restoration across the Puget Sound region.  They are also considering requesting a three-year bond of $300 million for a more broadly inclusive initiative.  Bill will continue to lobby for local watershed recognition and decision making power.  Also, the Federal government will adopt the Puget Sound Chinook Recovery Plan in early December.  Carol MacIlroy reported the Puget Sound Partnership is finalizing their recommendations to the governor and will be seeking public support in future months.

Stillaguamish Biennial Budget Request

Sean Edwards distributed a narrative summary and list of projects included in the State budget request.  He asked the SIRC to re-examine our ability to implement the $7.1 million in projects we are requesting.  Carol MacIlroy said the SIRC should be prepared to respond to questions from the Shared Strategy.

Committee Communication

Bill Blake asked the SIRC to think about how we can better communicate our views as a group.  In relation to this topic, he mentioned that $50,000 is available from the Department of Ecology for watershed capacity building.  The Technical Advisory Group will be meeting to decide whether to submit a proposal for this fund.  

Meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.  The next SIRC meeting will be held on January 10, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. at the Peace Lutheran Church in Silvana. 

For more information visit www.salmon.surfacewater.info or contact Sean Edwards at SWM (425) 388-3464 x4669, or Pat Stevenson and Franchesca Perez at the Stillaguamish Tribe at (360) 435-2755 x27 or x22, respectively.
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